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THE BRIDGE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3-4 JUN

16 JUN

COMMANDER

Antique and Classic Boat Show Lake Guntersvile Yacht Club - See
article

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER

Trash Panda Outing - Toyota Field
- additional information TBD to
registered attendees

Cdr Richard W. Walter, AP
Res: (256) 230-5047
Lt/C Joel Weinbaum, AP
Res: (256)351-8552
Lt/C Lisa M. Shier, JN
Res: (256) 355-4989

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER

Lt/C Chuck Wills P
Res: (256) 505-7773

25-26 JUN

Hydro Fest - City Harbor, Gun
tersville

SECRETARY

Lt/C Vern Gehm, AP
Res: (256) 882-9515

27 JUN

EXCOM - 1800 - via ZOOM

TREASURER

Lt/C Tina Walley
Res: (256) 776-0993

9 JUL

Partner in Command class and Raft
Out - 0900-TBD - Lake Gun
tersville Yacht Club and Short Creek

14 AUG

PUBLICATIONS STAFF
EDITOR

Pool Party at Lake Guntersville
Yacht Club - TBD

The latest Scuttlebutt can ALWAYS be found on our
Squadron Website for your information.
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:
Or.

P/C Richard J. Raymont, SN
Res: (256) 533-5369

WEBMASTER

LT Paul Tatum
Res: (256) 975-6702

FACEBOOK/
INSTAGRAM

LT Charles Farmer
Res: (256) 508-5188

View our Calendar of Events at:
https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/
Or
https://americasboatingclub.org/
Or https://americasboatingchannel.com/

https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/
https://www.facebook.com/abcofnorthalabama

This newsletter is published monthly for the bene t of members and friends of the Huntsville Power Squadron. Commentary expressed in published submissions is that of the
submitter and should not be considered as an endorsement by the Huntsville Power Squadron. Membership in the Squadron is available to anyone interested in
boating who has completed America’s Boating Course or its equivalent. For additional information please contact any of the of cers listed.
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COMMANDER’S LOG

Cdr Rich Walter, AP

rww2488@earthlink.net

Hello everyone. I hope all are enjoying the summer weather. I know they say that summer doesn’t officially
start until 21 June, but it feels like it is in full force. We have a lot of great events on the calendar, and I hope
you look through the newsletter and join the group for some of the events.
America’s Boating Club has a free phone or tablet APP that includes Nautical Reference Info, tracks maintenance records, float plans, weather, radar, and much more. Check it out at https://americasboatingclub.org/
app.
America’s Boating Club’s Board of Directors stood up a reorganization committee approximately a year to provide suggestions to include, simplifying the organization and improving support to the local squadrons. They
continue to work and if you are interested in becoming part of the advisory group with an opportunity to influence changes, please email me and I will send you information on how to help. Rww2468@earthlink.net
Make sure you check out John Farmer’s informative article in the District 17 newsletter for information on E85
gasoline currently being sold at roadside gas stations. E85 gas can damage boat engines and increase the
chances of fire on your boat.
Nautical Terms:
“Order of the Blue Nose” — a distinction reserved for ships and crew that crossed the Arctic Circle.
“Order of the Shellback” — a distinction reserved for ships and crew that crossed the equator.
“Order of the Red Nose” — a distinction reserved for ships and crew that crossed the Antarctic Circle.
“Order of the Ditch” a distinction reserved for ships and crew that crossed through the Panama Canal.
“Member of the Goldfish Club” —a distinction reserved for those having spent time in a life raft.

Take care and stay safe.

https://americasboatingclub.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Chuck Wills, P

willscharles@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Trash Panda Outing - June 16

Many of our members are looking forward to the Trash Pandas baseball outing on June 16th - all 35 spots are spoken for! Our group is sure to enjoy a
great game & dinner from our suite reserved on the rst base line. To all going to the ballpark, stay-tuned as Page
will be sending out detailed venue info,
your mobile tickets, and payment options next week. We are excited to
cheer on the Rocket City’s Trash Panda’s!

Guntersville’s Hydro-Fest - June 25-2

June 25th & 26th marks Guntersville’s Hydro-Fest. This event
continues to grow in popularity. This is going to be a banner year
as many come from near and far to watch the races and enjoy
the new venue at City Harbor. Chuck Wills has sold all the tickets to the Club Tent, but might be able to get more. Please let
him know if you are interested.
https://explorelakeguntersville.com/the-lake/hydrofest
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Partner in Command Class and Raft Out - July 9
July 9th brings the Partner in Command Class at LGYC from 9-11am, followed by a Lake Guntersville Raft Out
at Short Creek. A big thanks to the Walley’s for coordinating. Details to come soon!
An ABC Class and a Boat Handling Course are being planned for the fall. Let Lisa Shier or Chris Whitacre
know your education interests. Some of the ideas being floated include Instructor recertification and Engine
Maintenance (consider saving any maintenance tasks, so we can all experience some hands-on learning).

LAST MONTHS EVENTS

Kayak Trip - May 14
The ABCNA’s Saturday May 14th Kayak Trip was a
smashing success. Eleven people and nine boats (2
tandem kayaks, 8 kayaks and 1 Mad River canoe) paddled out of Brown Bear Canoe and Kayak in Huntsville,
AL on the spectacular Flint River for an 8 mile, 4.5hr
tour to the Highway 72 bridge. The group had a blast
on the river and look forward to another go of it soon!
After lots of laughs, cruising over some rapids, even
some taking in a cool river dip! — some of the group
gathered for lunch at a local cantina! Sending out huge
thanks to Lisa Shier for leading the group, navigating
the river and coordinating the outing, it was fantastic! If
anyone is interested in doing more paddling this summer, reach out to Lisa or Page, who are always up for
some quality time on the water!
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ABC Class - May 21
May 21st brought another successful ABC Class! A special shout-out to our talented instructors for all they do
to instill boater safety and education.

Antique and Classic Boat Show - June 3 - 4
Several ABC members joined in the excitement at the Lake Guntersville Yacht Club for the June 3rd & 4th Antique & Classic Boat Show. On Friday, ABCNA members had an opportunity to take in a Boat Finishing seminar and restoration discussion, visit the 25 boats and talk with the owners, followed by Dock-tails and potluck.
Saturday events included the Public Showing of the boats and a LGYC Dinner Dance with the band Clemency! ABC had a stand to promote the club and boating safety classes. A big thanks to Commodore Chuck Wills
for all he did to put this event together and to our volunteers for promoting ABC: John Kennedy, Lisa Shier,
Rich Walter, the Walley’s and Joel Weinbaum. Heaps of fun and camaraderie is sure to be had at LGYC!
See the calendar of events with latest updates here:
Web Site: https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/abcofnorthalabama
America’s Boating Club: https://americasboatingclub.org/
America’s Boating Channel: https://americasboatingchannel.com/
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MEET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS
Norma Martin
This month we are featuring JOEL WEINBAUM , as introduced by himself. Joel was recently appointed to fill
the vacant Executive Officer position
* ** * * * *

JOEL WEINBAUM
Hello! I’m Joel Weinbaum, AP, Past Commander of the Knoxville Sail and Power Squadron and now Executive Officer with the ABC of North Alabama. I am
married to Elizabeth for 15 years now. She is a retired principal and now family
counselor.
I lived my early life in Sheffield, AL, near the Sheffield waterfront, Pickwick Lake,
and the Tennessee River. We moved to Huntsville to start my junior year at Lee
High School, graduating in 1964 with the first graduating class. We lived in the
northeast section of town, not near the water, but I had already entered into two
different Sea Scout Ships and after turning 17 joined the Huntsville Naval Reserve.
During my earlier years in Sheffield, a step-brother and I acquired an 18’
Grumman canoe. We were the first to lock through the new Wilson Lock about
1960, and the lock master wrote out a note for us as testimony to our accomplishment! Immediately after high school I went on active duty with the Navy in
San Diego. A cousin there had a 30’ Dragon-class sailboat. (I had mastered
sailing starting at age 14 on Wilson Lake.) On my free weekends from the Navy we sailed off of Pointe Loma
from the nearby San Diego Yacht Club. Lo and behold, we entered a regatta and won, a first for both of us!
But the Navy held my attention, and I went on to Pearl Harbor aboard a Navy destroyer and then on to the
South China Sea off the coast of Vietnam. I can brag I have crossed a wide stretch of the Pacific Ocean in a
boat!
Jumping ahead and many years later as I was finishing my tenure with the Naval Reserve, I was into boating
going from an aluminum 14’ fishing boat to an 18’ I/O runabout. Someone suggested joining the Knoxville
Power Squadron, as it was called then. It wasn’t long until I was made Administrative Officer and subsequently
served as Commander. I got through all the training and course work including electives. But my job in Oak
Ridge at the time had me traveling on a regular basis and completing the multiple sight requirements for JN
became a chore. I slowly worked my way off the Bridge.
Life changed by 2005. I began courting Beth by long distance, moving to Decatur in 2006 when we married.
There are now four children and eight grandchildren from college age to potty training!
We live just a short distance from the Tennessee River. In my young years standing at the water’s edge along
the Sheffield waterfront, I often wondered where it all began and where it was going. And there are a thousand
more stories I could tell. I thank everyone for electing me to Executive Officer. ...And my latest boat since
2013 is a 21’ Sea Ray BR I trailer. And I still have a canoe, but somebody has lowered the seats!
https://americasboatingclub.org
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SECRETARY
P/C Vern Gehm, AP

bvgehm@hiwaay.net

25 April 2022 EXCOM Meeting
The May 23, 2022 EXCOM was held at 1800 via zoom. In attendance were CDR Rich Walter, AP; Lt/C Lisa
Shier, JN; Paul Tatum, S; Lt Melissa Tatum, S; Lt Page Kennedy; P/C Joel Weinbaum, AP; and P/C Vern
Gehm, AP. CDR Rich conducted the meeting. Minutes of the last EXCOM were approved as read. A new
Roster was published. The May 14th Kayak Trip was a success, with eleven people participated in nine boats.
We will set up and man a booth at the LGYC for the June 4th Antique & Classic Boat Show. ABCNA members
will be welcome at Friday night potluck and Saturday night dinner/dance. The Trash Panda game event on
June 16 is still on schedule with 31 signed up to attend. Chuck said he sold all his tickets to the Club Tent for
the June 25 & 26 Guntersville Hydro-Fest. However, if you still want to attend, let him know. He may be able
to get a few more. After the July 9 Partner in Command Class, there will be a Lake Guntersville Raft Out. A
Partner in Command Class is planned for July 9 from 9-11. A Raft Out is to follow. The Squadron will offer an
ABC Class at the LGYC On July 16 if there is sufficient interest. A Boat Handling Course is being planned for
fall. Let Lisa or Chris know your education interests. The meeting adjourned at 1838.
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EDUCATIONAL OFFICER
Lt/C Lisa Shier, JN

kwajshier@yahoo.com
We held a very successful ABC on May 21 with 4 students.
We will be holding a Partner in Command seminar on July 9,
right before the club raft out. Other classes are on hold until
fall. All of us want to take advantage of this wonderful summer weather to go boating!
For this fall and winter, there will be an engine maintenance
class. Joel Weinbaum will be teaching it. If you have any
items that would make great demo items for this course,
please contact him. We will also be doing the boat handling
class again this year. This is the class that often follows the
ABC course. There will also be an instructor recertification
seminar.
If you have any requests for fall/winter courses,
please let me know.

Rich Walter teaching the ABC class.

SAFETY OFFICER
P/C Chris Whitacre, AP

hrsar2@att.net

Let's check our fluids. Be sure your vessels oil has been changed and that the fuel is not too old. It's a good
idea to check the hydraulic fluids as well that allow us to steer the boat, raise and lower the out drive or outboard as the case may be and on some vessels even allow us to shift gears. When checking the fluids, keep
in mind that not only do you want to check the fluid level, but also the color and consistency to be sure it is not
worn out or burnt.
While we are checking the fluids, we should also check the hoses that the fluids pass through to be sure they
are in good shape and do not have any leaks. Fixing a hydraulic line on shore is bad enough, but on the water
it's really hard with the boats motion and getting to the store can be a real chore. Be sure the fittings are snug
and not leaking and that the hoses do not have hard spots or soft spots in them. Be sure the hoses are routed
correctly so that they are not being rubbed or overheated by laying on things that they should not be in contact
with. Basically, just take a good close look that the engine area to be sure that things still look like they did
when the boat was new.

Yours in Safe Boating!
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For Immediate Release:
Ad Hoc Committee on
Reorganization
So, What’s Going on with the Reorganization of USPS “America’s Boating Club”?
The current reorganization efforts of the United States Power Squadrons/America’s Boating Club are
to focus on the needs of individual members and their local clubs.
After months of study and hearing concerns from USPS/ABC members nationwide, several recommendations were presented to the Chief Commander and the Board of Directors in January, according to Allan
Bombard, a member of the reorganization committee. The recommendations are that USPS/ABC should:
! focus on serving the squadrons/clubs and members above all else.
! encourage clubs to critically assess the value that all aspects of the organization bring to their
local operation, including the value of Districts.
! ensure clubs are given a voice (and more votes) in determining their future.
These recommendations are the result of reorganization discussions that began during the 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting, Bombard said. Later that year, the BOD asked V/C Craig Fraser, SN, the then National
Executive Officer, to evaluate several trends negatively effecting the organization. V/C Fraser recruited a geographically diverse group of members to evaluate the creation of regions out of the current Districts.
This year, the original reorganization group was enlarged and re-designated the Ad Hoc Committee
on Reorganization and placed under the leadership of Paul Mermelstein, SN, and Miles Gee, SN. The BOD
also directed the national Planning Committee to further evaluate districts, he said.
Since its organization, the ad hoc committee has been working to supplement member input with two
live virtual townhall meetings. Most of the national committees have been engaged in simplifying many of their
chartered activities to improve and deliver services directly to the clubs and members, according to Bombard.
The committee has also identified areas to improve the organization’s capacity to offer greater service
to its members. The areas are: Communication, Marketing, Boating & Social, and Education. The committee
is seeking member volunteers to assist with the simplification and updating of these endeavors. Anyone interested in helping should contact Myles Gee at MKGee@MSN.com.
For the latest up-to-date reorganization Town Hall presentation, it can be found at: https://fccdl.in/
mbPSDbNeav
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CLASSIFIEDS

Tennessee River
MM 334
Dry and Wet Boat Storage
RV Park

Fuel Sales and Snacks
Greenways

293 Ditto Landing Road SE * Huntsville, Alabama
office: 256.882.1057 * fuel dock: 256.883.9420
www.dittolanding.org
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1912 Colice Road
Huntsville, AL 35801

